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TRANSROCKIES 
RUN
A SIX-DAY, 120-MILE EPIC 
trail run across some of 
the most spectacular (and 
mountainous) terrain in 
Colorado. With 20,000 
feet of climbing across 
high mountain passes, 
creek crossings and 
rough terrain, it’s a 
challenging but doable 
bucket-list race, with an 
average distance of 20 
miles a day. You do it  
in a team of two and  
are required to cross 
checkpoints together, so 
it’s all about teamwork. 
After each stage, you 
camp and eat together  
in tent villages with the 
other runners, so the 
sense of camaraderie, 
from the elites and 
trailheads to first-timers, 
is brilliant. No wonder  
it calls itself ‘summer 
camp for big kids’.

USA, TBC August 2026, 
transrockies-run.com

GÖTEBORGSVARVET
SWEDEN’S SECOND 
LARGEST CITY claims to 
have the world’s largest 
half marathon, though 
it’s a close run thing for 
participant numbers with 
the Great North Run. 
Over 60,000 runners  
take to the streets of 
Gothenburg, crossing  
the Älvsborg suspension 
bridge as well as passing 
the huge Eriksberg 
shipbuilding crane,  
opera house, natural 
history museum and the 
natural surroundings  
of the Slottsskogen  
city park. Don’t bother 
with headphones – 50 
different music groups 
line the course. There’s 
also a whole week of 
events around the  
main attraction, with  
an 11.5km trail race, a 
short, fast city race and 
runs for children, too. 

Sweden, 23 May 2026, 
goteborgsvarvet.se

TWO OCEANS 
MARATHON 
BEGINNING BEFORE 
FIRST LIGHT, runners 
enjoy a stunning sunrise 
above the mountains  
that you will scale in  
the second half of this 
glorious 56km ultra. It’s 
one among many magical 
moments in this road 
race that loops around 
the beguiling coastline  
of Cape Peninsula in 
South Africa. With  
some justification, its 
organisers describe the 
race, set in a country 
sandwiched between  
the Atlantic and Indian 
oceans (hence the race 
name) as the most 
beautiful in the world. 
South Africa, TBC April 
2026, twooceansmarathon 
.org.za

CITY2SURF
THERE ARE TWO TYPES 
OF RUNNERS in the 
world: those who will  
be excited about the 
organiser’s ‘best selfie 
spots’ during the 
City2Surf, and those who 
sneer judgmentally at the 
very idea. This is a race 
for the excited group. The 
14km urban adventure, 
which starts in central 
Sydney, sees runners 
head eastwards with  
a little detour to the 
north to take on a steep 
hill in Vaucluse before 
rampaging down again  
to their sunny seaside 
destination. And the 
selfie spots? Rose Bay, 
with a great view of 
Sydney Harbour; the top 
of Heartbreak Hill, with 
the iconic harbour bridge 
in the background; and,  
of course, Bondi Beach.

Australia, late August 
2026, city2surf.com.au

MONGOLIA SUNRISE TO SUNSET
YOU KNOW IT’S A 
REMOTE race when the 
doctors are on standby to 
reach anyone in trouble 
by horseback. To take 
part in this 100K or 
marathon trail event,  
the travel logistics are  
so tricky that you need to 
commit to staying on site 
for a week – though that’s 
no great punishment 
with traditional ger tents 
to stay in, meals provided 
and riding, fishing and 

kayaking on offer.  
You’re based in Hovsgol 
National Park on the 
shore of Lake Hovsgol, 
the second largest lake  
by volume in Asia. With 
that lakeshore, forests 
and mountain passes to 
traverse, it’s no wonder 
they call their event the 
world’s most beautiful 
trail run. 
Mongolia, TBC August  
2026, ms2s.dk
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